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The Way In WhicI Saints Are Made 



How tall tht •liiiior Wat ▼miMformMI 
Into Paul the Apoalto— HletoH- 
cal Revltw. 

"Away with such a feUow from the 
earth; for it is not fit that lie thould live." 
It thM% wtm no othor orldenee against 

'Saint Paul" thui tbe statementfl In tae 

Bcrlptureu It would be conclusive that he 
was unfit to live, but I want to show be- 
yond a doubt how these saints are made. 

Saul, son of Barthus and Eunice Benja- 
min, bom 2 B. C, two years before Jesue 
David (called the Christ of god), in Tarsus, 
Colieia, a Roman mvnicipium, a fatalist and ' 
politician, noted for Intolerance and perse- 
cution, and for strenuous activity in having 
Jesus puto death, executed at Rome June 
29. 66 A. D. The New Teatament says: 

''Aa for Saul, lio mado havoe of the 
oharch, entering Into every honae, having 
men and women committed to prison; and, 
breathing threatenlngs and slaughter 
againat the disciples of Jesus, went unto 
the high priests (AiCts. 8, 9; 9, 1). Then 
gathered the chief priests and Pharisees a 
council, and said: What do we? If we let 
Jesus alone the Romans will come and take 
away both our place and nation. And one 
of them named Caiaphas. bein^ the high 
prleat that same year, said unto t)u>m: It 
la expedient for ua that he should die, and 
that the nation perlah not From that day 
they took counsel together to put him to 
death, and gave commandment that If any 
one knew where he was he should show 
it. that they might take him."— St. John, 
11. 48-67. 

Taetlna aaj«: "Jeana waa bronght to 

punishment by Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
procurator," nevertheless, it was through 
conspiracy organized by Saul, who, after 
the death of Jesus, pretended to be con- 
verted to his doctrines, and sought to Join 
the honest disciples, but 'they were all 
afraid of him. and believed not Uuli ha waa 
a disciple."— Acta, 14, 26. 

He insisted upon speaking in the temple 
to convince them, and they aaked him: 

Art not thou that Egyptian, which before 
theae daya madeat an uproar, and leddatt 
out Into the wlMemeaa four thouaand men 
that were murderers? 

But Paul said, 1 am a man which am a 
Jew of Tarsus, a city in Cilicla, a citizen 
of no mean city; and I beaeeeh thee, anffer 
me to apeak unto the peopla— Aeta, tl. 

And when he had given him llceoaa, Paul 
stood on the stairs and told the atory of hia 
so-called conversion, saying: 

I persecuted unto death, binding and de- 
livering Into prisons both men and women. 

Which thing I also did in Jerusalem; 
and many of the saints did I shut up In 
prison, having received authority from the 
chief priests: and when they were put to 
death. I gave my voice against them. 

And I punished them oft in every ayna- 
gogna, and eompellad thorn. to blaaphema; 
and being exceedingly mad againat them, I 
persecuted them even unto strange cities. 

And I said. Lord, they know that I Im- 
prisoned and beat in every synagogue them 
that believed on Jesua. 

And when the blood of thy martyr 
Stephen was shed I also was standing by, 
;.nd consenting unto his death, and kept 
the raiment of thei- that slew him. 

They gave him andlaiMa unto thia word, 
aad thM imad Of tMr voteaa uad nM, 



Away wHh an^ a fellow from the earth; 
for it la not fit that he ahbuld live. 

And as they cried out, and cast off their 
clothes, and threw dust into the air. 

The chief captain commanded him to be 
brought into the castle, and bade that he 
should be examined by scourging; that he 
might know wherefore they cried so 
against him. 

And as they bound him with thongs, Paul 
said unto the centurian that stood by, la 
It lawful for you to scourge a man tluit la 
a Roman, and uncondemned? 

When the eenturlan heard that, he went 
auw told the chief captain, saying. Take 
heed what thou doest; for this man is a 
Roman. 

Then the chief captain came, and said 
unto him. Tell me, art ihou a Roman? He 
said. Yea. 

Then Paul called one of the centurions 
unto him and said. Bring this youn^ man 
unto the chief captain; for he haih a cer- 
tain thing to tell him. 

So the chief captain then let tbe young 
man depart, and charged hm. See thou tell 
no man that thou haat ahefred theaa thinga 
to me. 

And he called unto him two centurions, 
saying. Make ready two hundred soldiers 
to go to Caeearea, and horsemen three 
ioora and ten, and spearmim two hondrad, 
at the third hour of the nl(tfit 

And provide them baa i tf that th«y nay 
sot I'aul on, and bring hwenfe unto Fallx 
the governor. 

And ha wrote a letter aflbr this manner: 

Claudius Lyalaa unto the most excf;llent 
governor Felix sendeth greetings. 

Tliis man was taken of the Jews, and 
should have been killed of them; then 
came I with an army, and rescued him. 
having understood that he was a Roman. 

But do not thou yield unto them; for 
there lie In wait for him of them more 
than forty men. which have bound them- 
selves with an oath, that they will neither 
eat nor drink till they have killed him. 

Saul waa known aa a^rror throughout 
Jodea. bat pratandliir he had been 
converted and that ne \M also converted 
Serglus Paulus. a wealthy Jew, he chang- 
ed his name, hoping thereby to decrlvf th(> 
Jews, but when they determined to kill 
him ha haataned to have the chief cap- 
tain told a "certain thlng"«~that his name 
was not Paul, that he was not a Jew, but 
that he was the same Roman. Saul of 
Tarsus, who had wrought the ruin of Jesus 
and his followers. ThC^|» juat ahown, 
they rescued him with aT^Wiy, and took 
him by sea to Rome. 

"And when we came to Rome, the cen- 
turion delivered the prlaonera to the cap- 
tain of the guard; bat Paal waa aatarad to 
dwt 11 by htatfaU with a Millar 4hat kept 
mm. .;< 

**Aiid Paal dwelt two wholi|yaara In hla 
own hired houae, and l ae a Hb d all that 
came in unto him." — Acta, It. 

He then was arrested, charged with 
havi. g flagrantly insulted a noble lady, was 
tried, condenmed, and executed June 29, 
66 A. D.. near the pyramid cif Caestus. 

When misfortune had overwhelmed him 
ue cried out: "1 have suffered, greatly suf- 
fered, for my misdeeds. I am writhing wltn 
the tortoraa of haU within ana. , .The ath 
of ragwwa ara plaretng ngr aMl with 



craolatlag agony. I must dnlli^iftan the 

world concerning my history in conneettOB 
with Jesus of Nazan'th. and give a tma 
narrative of that i)art of his life which ter- 
minated in a tragic death, of which I waa 
the instigator. It la the only atonement 
I can make for the outrage I have given 
to mankind, and the measureless injustice 
done to the Injured and noble man. Jesus. 
Judas I slew with my own hands, from 
fear that he would betray me to the world, 
belne the dei)ository of my secrets of the 
conspiracy against Jesus. Stephen I hated 
for hla vlrtoea and talents, and I was 
afraid tuat while he lived I could not be 
the first to lead and govern tli.' disciples. 
Accordingly I had him sacritic* d lo the 
fury of the SanhedrinL I then came fCr- 
ward in the open day aa an actor. Aa I 
approached the city a atorm aroae, of 
thunder and lightning. I threw myaelf 
from my hor-c. fell prostrate ui)on the 
ground, and acted a pantomine of great 
terror. 1 pre* ended that the spirit of Jaaoa " 
appeared to me. rebuking me for my wick- 
ed career, and commanding me to go 
through the world preaching his doctrines. 
My imposture was partly believed by some, 
but the di.sciples rejected me. the Jews 
seized me. the Romans ruined me and 
brought me to Rome." — Pages 22-26, intro- 
duction to The Tma Hlatory of Jaaaa oc 
Naaareth. by Alexander Smyth. 

And this: "Poor Judas? How nivsterlous 
Is the power controlling nw life' The 
very men I admire most I seem destined 
to destroy. Two men have fallen throogh 
me: the wise and virtuous Jesus and my 
faithful aervltor, Judas. I admired them 
bo'h. Whence comes this power to de- 
stroy? Is man's moral freedom but a fic- 
tion'' Can he refrain from doing what he 
d(Ks? As his existence is without his 
choice or control so are his actions!" — The 
Traa Hlatory of Jeaaa, page 32S. 

Thla will relieve ua of the necessity of 
believing that: 

"Judas cast down the pieces of silver 
in the templet and went and hanged him- 
•elf; and the chief priests took the 
silver pieces 'and bought the potter's field 
to bury strangers in. — Matt. 27. 3 7. 

Ov that Judas purchased a field with the 
reward of iniquity, and, falling headlong, 
barat aanadar In the mldat, and aU hti 
bowela gnahed out (Acta. 16), aa ha ooold 
not have died each way. 

Now here is a man who. even aoOOfdtalg 
to the scriptures, is almost an unparallelled 
criminal, held up to us as the chief apoafle, 
pillar of the church, and exemplar of right 
living. Read what the church says about 
this wicked man. According to an elabo- 
rately illustrated work, authorized by the 
Roman Cathdllc Church: 

•The iKuith of the Holy Martyr, 8t 
Paul," waa as followa: 

'*Bt Paal waa boond for nine montha 
to a pillar in the horrible Mamestlne 
prison, but so great was his faith and for- 
titude that he converted his jailers, Pro- 
cessua and Martlnus. And you are shown 
tbe vary flMntatai te whloh aprang niraea- 
loualy oat of the hard roOk In the dreary 
dungeon, so that tne apostle could baptise 
these two soldiers. 

"When he was led out to be executed 
tha proaeaaton waa SMt by Plaatlllt^ tha 
danifetr of tiM Bonaa vnMt. FUvtea* 
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Salilniii. TlM Roman mAidmi had aooaptod 

the Chiivtlan telth, and wanted to do some 

service, however 'small, for the noble 
martyr. St. Paul thereupon besought her 
to lend him her handkerchief to veil his 
eyee at the fatal moment, promising to 
return It after his death. The soldleni 
made no end of sport at this simple re- 
quest; but Plautilla, remembering the 
■tory of St. Veronica and the saviour, 
ahow(>d hor faith in Paul's promise by at 
once handing him the 'kerchief. And the 
holy martyr kept hit word, appearing to 
Plantilla ono oTentaig ■tthaoqaaoUr, wlitla 
ihe was at prayer. The picture of thla 
•Tent is oneof the sights in St. Peter'a 
basilica. 

"Where St. Paul was beheaded by the 
■word is now known as The Three Foan- 
talna,' and is one of the most interesting 
8pot« in Italy to visit, which is only in- 
creased when you coiur to the Church of 
8. Paola. alle Tre Fontane. Here you are 
shown the pillar to which St. Paul had 
been bound, the block of marble upon which 
he had been beheaded, and tne fountains 
whidi tpnuig VP when his head fell to the 
earth In three bounds, crying "Jesus! 
.Tesus' .Te-^us'' After the dera;)itation the 
weeping triciuin of the apostle took his 
body and carried it off to the catacombs, 
where through many ages it found sepul- 
ehre Later on the pious Luclnda secured 
possession of the body and interred it In 
her own private property. And from thence 
it passed into the hands of the Roman' 
Catholic Church. 

'The head of St. Paul is now inclosed in 
i| gold and silver case underneath the beau- 
tlfni canopy In the chnrch of 8t Giovanni 
In Laterano. 'ihls Is known In Rome as 
the Pope's Cathedral, inasmuch a s nearly 
all the Popes for the last 1,500 years have 
been crowned here. It is rich in marble 
and moaalc, and contain* arioiig other 
things the original table on wHlch the 
saviour ate the last supper. 

■'The lK)dy of St. Paul now rests be- 
neath the beautiful confession' of the 
church of St. Paolo fuori le Mura, which 
is a beautiful monument to the martyr 
apostle, and one of the most magnificent 
hasclllcos in Christendom. 

"Such, in short, is the story of the clos- 
ing scenes in the life of St. Paul, as they 
are told today and as you may see them for 
yourself here." — Rome correspondent of 
Louisville Conunercian. Snndajr, OeMer 17, 
1898. 

.Men who will thus lie about such mat- 
ters, for their own selfish interests, will 
never brighten and better the conditlone 
of human life. 

Count Leo Tolatol, the famoan Rnailan 
author, says: 

"Religion Is tmth and goodness, the 
church falsehood and evil. I tell you 
frankly I cannot agree with those who be- 
liev<' the church is an organization Indis- 
pensiable for religion. The church has ever 
heen and eniel and lying Inatltntlon, whieh, 
In eeeking for temporal advantages, hae 
perverted and distroted the true Christian 
doctrine. 

"Christianity has ever been simply a pre- 
text for the church. I may be told that 
there have been and still are in the Catho- 
lic world men and women of holy life, but 
lanswer that these sainttd lives are not 
due to the church, but rather in spite of 
the church. The present religious move- 
ment, which is going on not only In Catho- 
lic countries, but In the whole world, le, I 
believe, nothlBg but the unreet 
Ing the eilt llroai the ditoouna." 



When Liberty Will Be Enthroned 



and Bible— Deepot and •¥(iord» 
Deuble Hybrids Must be Destroyed. 

(By B. D. Northrup.) 

Tour leading editorial in your paper of 
June 21st, the only number that I have had 
time to partly read, is able and dwells on 
a subject tiuU I have for years, stated in 
nearly the same way that you do. 

I reduced my statement to original aphor- 
isms, viz: 

'Tibe path of Liberty is over the carcases 
of dead gode; when the last god, called 

man-made, in man's own Image, Is dead. 

Liberty will be enthroned!" 

Mankind has, through all the ages, lan- 
guish<?d. suffered and died under two quad- 
ruple causes, the priest ana the bible, the 
despot and the sword, double hybrids!" 

"Rent, economic, or private property in 
land, interest, (usury, denounced even by 
the bible, the aes allenus that Cicero de- 
nounced Cataline for), profits (that always 
fall heaviest uixm the iKX)r who must buy, 
piece-meal), and wages, wage slavery, the 
four only Mvroea of «ieat wenHli-«ll on- 
earned." 

Col. Ingersoll and I met at a half-way 
goal, he starting from his conception of the 
gigantic fraud of the whole theological sys- 
tem, at whieh hia great and noble mind 
revolted, and of Ita terrible effect on, and 
economic degradation of the masses, until 
his whole mind and energy became enlisted 
in a life-work for the relief of the poor and 
the down trodden, while I, (in 1887, when 
I discovered that the democrat party waa 
as devoid of democracy as the Sahara de- 
sert Is destitute of water), became deeply 
Interested in the "labor question," and I 
was not long in discovering that the way 
was blocked at every step by the church 
and the priest, the hand-maids of despot- 
lam. Then I directed my attenitton to the 
foundation on which the authority of the 
churcn rested, and found that it was on an 
old misconceived, flat and motionless earth, 
with an undlaoovererable hell under it, and 
a "flrwMHiit^- (tent) deeked with little 
chureh-laatems to solely give light to this 
speck of dirt; that science had turned that 
little lump of dirt Into a revolving globe, 
whirling around the first worshipped god, 
the sun, and had dumped an undiscovera- 
ble heaven into that hell, leaving no place 
for those man-made gods to roost on; but. 
even then, I did not make that discovery, 
save dimly, until I moved my family to mid- 
dle Georgia, where during five years I had 
a chance to discover just how matters were 
a hundred yeara before, and the mending 
.came abont thai old fire and brlmitone hell, 
Mr. (3od, the democratic party and the nig- 
ger tired me out and I changed from an 
active, ardent church member to a Free- 
thinker and have ever since saved thereby 
from $60 to $100 a year to devote to the 
cause of humanity. 

I notice that Holland Jew, Roosevelt's 
some sort of Jew Postmaster Creneral has 
been making "goo goo eyes" at you, too! 
It is high time that leaders of advanced 
thought and humanitarians should cease be- 
ing forever dependents. If I must have a 
law flght on any question whereon I am In 
the right. I always prefer to be plaintiff 



or prosecutor. That smuggled Penrose law 

that went through at last without the dis- 
senting voice of one single Republican or 
Democrat (mis-)rej)resentative, is utterly 
void and unconstitutional, and any i)ostmas~ 
ter who refuses and falls to forward your 
papers, or to deliver them to aubscribere 
when received, should be proeacnftsd elT- 
illy and criminally. 

As I was brought to examtee the foun- 
dation of cnurch authority, so now more 
and more, the intelligent common people 
are brought to examine the foundation of 
the authority of the U. S. Supreme Court, 
and to learn the fact that, in the matters 
of human liberty. "Freedom, Free Speech, 
Free Press and Freemen," such authority 
is eolely a usurpation concocted by such 
rank Tories as Judges Marshall, Btorjr and 
Taney, and that authority, so partially ex- 
ercised, is rapidly toi)pling to Its fall. 

Evolution is doing her perfect work, the 
business man, the partnership, the corpora- 
tion, the trust, the lawyer, the partnership 
lawyer, the corporation lawyer, the trust 
lawyer against an enslaved and robbed 
people "Socialism, Limited" vs. ever-grow- 
ing Sociali&m, Universal. The deClSdMlt 
will win. And then, Mr. CM, Mp jmt 
plutocratic arch-christ. ^ 



AND THE tAINTS AilOtll 

(By William H. Cos). 

In the early beginning of time. It la aald,. 
Jehovah commanded the ealnta who wm 

dead : 

To arise from thohr gravca, and tato n 

walk. 

And back to Jerusalem they did stalk 



But since that time, life, just the 
from 



jusi ine same 
la confined to the earth from whenoe It 

came: 

Wo aalnt or atamer, thro«i^ power to ift?e, 
Haa ever ariaen from the grave. 

But enppoee the dead, now *paat and gone, 

Should arise from their tombs, aa these had 

done; 

And walk the earth, as In former time. 
Why then we would have some proof divme. 

Such tales seem very strange to me. 
How men can believe them I do not see; 
But tia not my purpose to make a jest. 
Or belittle the dead who are now at rest 

They sleep the aleep that knows bo wak- 

ing, 

'TIa not the dead who do the qnaldng; 
It la the priest who fears hie throne, 

" * the people should become their 



A REVIS ED VER SION. 

A poet who has been known to tell the 

truth recounts this story of his little daugh- 
ter. 

Her mother overheard her expounding 
the origin of the sex to her family of dollai. 

"You see, children," she said, "Adam wae 
a man all alone and was very loo^, to 
CkMl put him to sleep, took his bratef ovt, 
'~' - ^ jjj^ jj^jy them." 
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Yuletide Petition to the Throne oi Grace from One oi the Sanctified 



(By Harriet M. Cloaz.) 
Oh, Mighty Master ! I in suppliauce bend, 
And to Thy throne of graoe my cares 1 send. 
With all-observing eye^ thou leett mll| 

llow I have worked, my neig^ibors to excel 

In bringing sheckels to thy failing cause, 

Kegardless uf the letter of the laws. 

I've diligently worked with hand and head. 

And now before repairing to my bed, 

1 crave thy bk'ssin*^- oii the ( Miristnias-tide, 

Though for \\iy glory i, iiiiiylia]*, have lied. 

I've saddled husband with a double share, 

Believing thou will lift his load of care 

And teach him patience; for he sometimei tweanii 

When I solicit for bazaars and fairs. 

'Tis ditiicult for men to conii»rehend, 

That priestly favor on church work depend, 

And if these saints approval but withdraw, 

Why, what on earth would we poor women dot 



Thou knowest, Lord, I love mjr dlildm wdli 

Though oft I trust them with an infideL 

My kindly neighbor says this life's supreme, 

And heavenly mansions but a misty dream; 

But thou art GodI And I with faith expect 

Their minds thou wilt from heresies protect. 

And such assurance gives me graee and zest 

For Christian eli'ort; though 1 be a pest 

To tliinking people, who attempt to draw 

A line of logic from the Natural Law. 

I must, of course, keep iij) thy vinc^vard work, 

EVn though 1 may domestic duties shirk. 

Since thou declarest in thy holy book. 

Till parents, home and children we've forsook| 

We cannot thy beloved disciple be; 

Hence on that line, dear l.ord, depend on mt* 

And while my home atlairs to thee I trust, 

To seek and save the heathen's soul, I must. 

Therefore, I'll double discount present toil, 

Though I engender a domestic broil 

For festivals I'll furnish thi ugs to eat. 

And thus deserve a place at thy dear feet. . 

I'll hold receptions at a nickel per, 

And gladly entertain the minister. 

Take coppers from the Sunday class for—well. 

To keep the ])recious Pagans out of helL 

But if the money I perchance divert, 

'In God We Tnitt" will mitig|^ the hurt 



I'll peddle pasteboards for the lecture course. 

And shout its benetits until I'm hoarse. 

1 cannot talk to interest home folks, 

But am an expert on the ohurohly hoax. 

I'll scrub the church and many garments make, 

And play the scullion for the dear Lord's sake, 

to admit thy service costs too much, 
\\ ould hnally deprive me of my crutch. 

Of course, poor Mother Eve deserved thy curse 
For seeking knowledge ; of all things the worst 
To spoil thy splendid scheme of holding us 
In meekly servile penitence, without a fuss. 
But thanks to thee, thou say'st the well-behaved 
Through special child-birth perils nniy be sa\ed. 
And I may hope that Heaven's joys l)e mine 
Though thou hast sent me children only nine, 
Thou, Lord, knowest best, and I wjth humble mien 
Am duly thankful there were not thirteen 

I'm told humility does not compare 

With self-reliant souls who do and dare, 

And wrest from Nature's store of heart and brain. 

The many helps to pleasant life and gain. 

The Hue inventions of this modern day 

I'm glad to utilize; but still, must say 

I cling to grandma's faith and holy l)ook. 

And criticism of them cannot brook. 

The skeptic scoffs and says he needs no god; 

But T serenely seek thy chastening hmI. 

lie calls thy ways unjust; and 1 admit 

That oft' the wicked in high councils sit 

He hints that devotees of priest and church 

Are apt to leave their home work in the lurch : 

That when their minds to heaveuly glory clinos 

They're bound to make a mess of mnudaue things. 

Hut lean upon thy luighty arm I nnist, 

And though thou slayest yet in thee I trust. 

When from thy wrath the unbeliever flees, 

Thou'lt find me prayerfully uj.on my knees. 

If my loved ones must be couilemned to hell, 

I bow and a^ 'Thou doeal all things well" 

And now this weary year draws to an end. 

Still I am haj)])y to thy cause di^fend. 

IVe tried to be industrious and meek. 

But tearfully, de^ir Lord, thy pardon seek. 

And when thy glorious work is done— why then— - 

I pray thee^ take me to thyself— Ament 
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Cause And Cure of Intemperance 



Prohibition and Revenue from High 
only Aggravate tho Dio- 
A Klow Light on an Old 
iMue. 

(By mnklln H. Heald.) 
TH^ QQOftlon of intemperance has be- 
OOM of •a<di vast iniportauce that it is a 
' MtkNii natter, meaacing our civilization, 
and doaonro* and domanda the oombined 
wisdom of the beet brains In the nation, 
to investigate the CAUSE of Its increase, 
and to determine tlie best methods of re- 
lief. For half a century this question has 
been left to cranks, zealots and fanatics. 
To the writer It appears that Intemper 
ance was at Its minimum when these first 
seized upon it as a means of advancing 
ihelr interests by compelling other people 
to take their dictation in worldly matters. 
At that time the market price of good, 
pure, home-made whisky was only from, 
ten to fifteen cents per gallon, and it 
drunkard was only a poor unfortlmate 
creature of his own gluttonous appetite, 
and was shunned by the balance of bu 
manity as beneath their notice. There can 
be no safer state of society, against any 
evil, than society's disapproval, and espec- 
ially society's contempt for the offender. 
If a man has any self-respect at all, he is 
anxious to be thought well of by hie 
neighboni, and if a drunkard wan to ba dm- 
spised he would use more telf-reatraint 
In ron trolling his appetite before he al- 
lowed himself to become a drunkard, than 
he would if drinking were popular, as it Is 
now. 

Not contented with this state of affairs, 
which ii!ad«* the drunkard vulgar and un- 
popular, a certain class of people con- 
ceived the impossible notion of doing away 
with all dnmkannaw, and flom thai mo- 
ment the real trouble and the terrible In- 
crease in intemperance began. The first 
move, after violent agitation, was to Im- 
pose by legislation certain restrictions 
upon Uqnoni of all kind*— by taiaa^ U- 
oenses, revenues, tinea, and dutiaa» thva 
forcing the price of liquors hightr naw 
penalties were added, making it iHUPdMr tO 
obtain from year to year. 

Voltaire, a great and wise man, once 
said: "All fanatical movements are dl- 
. rected by knaves," And If this move was 
not directed, it certainly was and is fos- 
tered and encouraged by the distillers, 
manufacturers and wholeaato liquor deal- 
ers. At a glance, they saw the advantage 
of raising the price of liquors. It made the 
saloon possible; and the only way to keep 
that institution in existence is to keep the 
prioe of Uquora high. With wUaky at tan 
cenita a gallon a saloon could not ezlat, 
because no one will pay ten cents for one 
swallow of whisky when he can buy a 
whole gallon for tAie same price. Man is a 
aocial animal, always ready to show hia 
good fellowship by dividing his good things 
with his good friends, but he would not 
think of insulting a friend by asking him 
to take a drink which costs less than one- 
tanth of a oent It would ba only ridicu- 
1000; if it ahowad anything, it would ahow 
Ma to ba panorkMui tad aaan. and ha 
mglit af Witt aak klf Maad to taki » 



• drink of water for eociabillty's sake. He 
would make no sacrifice by treating his 
friend with what oosts nothing, and there- 
tbre there would be no sociability about lu 
Fifty years ago, liquor waa only kept in 
groceries, the same as sugar, molassea, 
vinegar, and other commodities, and sold 
to lamilies at ver> lit le profit. The sale 
was small, because only those people 
bought it who wanted it for their own use. 
They did not want it to treat their friends 
with, because it was too ciheap for that. 
To show an act of sociability they would 
have to spend enough money to at least 
amount to a small sacrifice, which this 
would not be. But as soon as liquor 
reached a higher figure, people began to 
treat each other, and so drank more than 
they needed. As taxes and penalties were 
added, and the i)rice raised, 1l became more 
pnd more popular as a social evil, or means 
showing good-fellowship, until the saloon 
l^aoama a aoelal necessity. You could now 
lake your friend and spend a quarter of 
.1 dollar in convincing him that you were 
a good fellow, and not afraid to spend a 
few cents. Of course he would not allow 
you to apend all the money, and muat treat 
aiso. Then another friend would drop in, 
and the treating increased as the crowd 
increased until perhaps a dozen good fel- 
lows were under the influence of liquor, 
who would never have thought of such a 
thing under the old prices of liquor, and 
under the old system of only drinking 
vfiat they wanted. But thanks to the new 
conditions of only using it socially at the 
saloons, the sale of liquor has increased to 
such an alarming ex,t<ent that the brewing 
of malt liquors, the distilling spirituous 
liquors, and the sale thereof, have come to 
be the largest and most lucrative business 
enterprises in the wtbole country. 

Where fifty years ago there was one poor 
shame-faced drunkard, made so by an ap- 
peute whlcii ha could not or did not Mi- 
trol today there are a thousand, mada fo 
by the aaloon and good-fellowship. 

So far aa prohibition is concerned, it is a 
failure, except possibly in extending Intem- 
perance to our females, by forcing the sa- 
loou into the drug store, and thus giving 
them a chance to make use of the same 
deadly social evil. Take up any prohibi- 
tion so-called temperance or religious pub- 
lication. If you wish lo know exactly how 
startling has been the Increase of Intem- 
perance in the fifty years laat past, of their 
impractical tutorage, aided aecretly, of 
course, by the great associations of the 
liquor traffic. It is truly appalling, ana 
one of its most deadly features is, that at 
the high price at which it is forced to 
sell, much of it is weakened by water and 
then restrengthened with poisonoua drugs, 
which irritate and inflame the stomach 
with an unnatural craving, which soon hur- 
ries ita Tiotlm to an unnatural and horri- 
ble death. 

Now, my good people, you of the inner 
circle, after half a century of signal fail- 
ure, is it not about time you would sit 
down quietly for a moment and take a 
look backward at youi' handiwork. Is it 
not about time that you ahould atop to 
OM aldo «ad kt mm tako thla oMttar In 



hand and unravel tha minohlaf whkh yon 
hare been so Induatrlonaly doing fbr too 

long a time? 

Of all the Impractical people on the face 
of the earth commend me to the long-hairea 
man and the short-hairad woman, tor Inno- 
cent sttupidity. You haye, by advancing the 
price of liquor, brought the saloon into ex- 
istence and filled the land with poverty, 
tears and death. Must the Qovernment, the 
State, and the Muncipality, oontlnaa to ba 
i>artles to this social saloon iniquity, by re- 
ceiving a portion of the blood money, for 
which we sell our boys and girls to the 
devil? "Let the preacher return to his 
vomit and the W. C. T. U. to her wallow." 

Take all the taxes, revenues and penaltiea 
from liquor; let the price go back to ten 
cents a gallon; let the saloon die from the 
low price of whisky; let the present drunk- 
ards kill themaelvea in miaerabla diaaaaad 
children; take the disgrace of abatting 
crime and dividing the profit, from the 
(ioveiTiment. 

It is better to go back half a century. In 
"Progreaa" of thia kind, than to follow it 
up and land our posterity in drunkard's 
graves or the Insane asylums. It Is the 
height of foolishness to Imagine this crime 
can be entirely prohibited by law. The only 
thing to ba dona ia to find the penalty 
which will be the most effectual, to keep 
It within bounds— which in this case Is the 
disapproval of society. The Idea of forc- 
ng people, by law, to a certain limit of the 
appetite would perhapa never antar tha 
mind of a person with more InteUigenoe 
than piety. 

Fellow countrymen, something must be 
done, and that very soon, to decrease this 
aoeial avil. If neceaaity demanda it, we 
must sit down on the dear ladles. There 
are tens of thousands of sincere temper- 
ance peoi)le who believe the saloon can 
never be vanquished until we return to 
the free whialor of our grand-tathar'a day% 
when they made it pure at home, aoaked It 
in Boneset and Tansy, gave It to the little 
folks for im^dicine, and drank it tl?em- 
selves, three times a day "for their atom- 
ach's sake." There waa not ana dnakard 
then to where thara ara a tuomand now. 

Let da reaaon awila tofalfear, and ftl 
rid of thia great enraa In a faaioaibia war* 

lARTH AND MAN. 

Dust of my duatp-laat and supremest race 
Of races lifting on from age to ago — 
This conscioua creature's awful pilgrim- 



Oh build upon his bones a better thing; 

And yet a link to life's eternal chain; 

Depose humanity, or once again 
Thy primal aUanca fling. 

Ht*ed my long agonies, and let them cease 
Lighten the horror of my endless woe; 
From off this bleeding bosom bid him go 

And giYO tlir planat 



But If thou Shalt ordain we never part. 
Then, Mother, pity me by pitying me; 
Despatch thy swiftest, gold-winged se- 



With reaaon to hIa haart • 

Send them and thia Hgr gift; lat 
reign. 
So that a rac 
Between tha dhtldran 



Bra daiteati ftdl 
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Cfutent Comment on Mlic Events 



X X 



Public speakers, writers and debaters, in 
nMd of some figure of spoooli lo diivo kOM 

an argument or to illustrate some desired 

point, will make reference to "footprints on 
the sands of time.' 

The advocates of orthodoxy when anxious 
to rakt In a Uttto mora OMh, or to bring 
some accused sinner to repentance and 
further the glory of god, will make refer- 
ence to the "woundprinls in his hands and 
feet" as if to win tb«ir case by pity and 
oompasekm Inatead of by reason and fact 

Men of science rely more on "footprints" 
and completely Ignore the alleged "wound- 
prints" but priests and preachers, minus tba 
slightest evidence for their assertion, sUll 
bank on the latter and ignore the former. 

Through scientific research the footprints 
of antedeluvian man and animals have been 
discovered deep buried in the earth, made 
and left upon the "sands of time" long be- 
fore the world ever dreamed of a eroat on 
the hill of calvary. Geological disooverlee 
made from day to day confirmatory of the 
antiquity of man upon the surface of the 
globe and every new fact thus discovered 
advances another solid argumant againat bi- 
blical reoorda 

With nothing stronger than mere Imagi- 
nation to supiHjrt them the priests of the 
Christian faith continue to urge the assum- 
ed truth of the story of "Doubting Thomas" 
who, towards the latter end of 300 years af- 
ter the occurence is said to have taken 
place, is made to thrust his hands into the 
wound In the side of the suffering "savior" 
and tih'creby become convinced. 

Footprints on the sands of Time. 

"In his feet and iiands are woundprints; 
and his side" 

The former Is literaly true. The la|tter 
is but an allegorical conception. The for- 
mer is only accepted by the intellectual few. 
The latter, behedged with mummery and 
■anetllled alobbar. stlU twayi tha haart and 
mind of millions. The desire to believe may 
account for many strange vagaries of the 
human mind. The desire for knowledge 
must ultimately transcend all sentimental 
beliefs. There is nothing touching, or pret- 
ty, in the account of a crucified savior for 
sin. Where suffering and agony Is portray- 
ed it cannot be elevating. And yet, men and 
women, or some of them, will instinctively 
turn to fiction and ignore fact. 

Recent explorations in the Ck>nnectlont 
valley, In the region of what Is known as 
Lily Pond stone quarry, at Turner's Falls, 
have revealed the slabs of stone, evidently 
once at the earth's surface, upon which are 
Imprinted the footprints of both maurllke 
beings and animals. One of the footprints 
of Immense ilia, fiamblaa that of man, 
the foot erldently being encased In some 
sort of a covering while the footprints of 
the animals Indicate a connection with the 
Dinosaur family. These are indications of 
animal life oo this continent at an extremely 
remote period and these discoveries furnish 
unquestionable data oontradtotory of tha bi- 
ble accounts of tha origin aad 
of Ufe. 

Thaaa ars. idmittadly and 
tha tootprtnU on tha Mnda «C 



of science turn eagerly towards them and 
from their testimony now fact* are obtained 

for compiling the world's great history. 

Races of men and species of animals* once 
lived and tlourished, now long extinct, races 
and species of which no mention is made, 
or could have been made in biblican rec- 
ords. It would follow, then, that if the 
bible is the product of divinity, it ought to 
have contained sooM record of these extinct 
races, some mention of them, although dis- 
appeared long before the bible was written, 
for god, who knoweth all things from the 
beginning, could not i>ossibly have for- 
gotten them. 

What better evidence do we need of the 
overwhelming facts of science and that the 
bible is but a human production, compiled 
and prepared by desii^ing men to secure 
an Innnantlal oontrol orar tha niad and 
aotkma of their fellowa 

• • • 

Rev. Q. S. Fltzhugh, aged 67 years, will 

not wed Lulu Virginia Frazer, a ten year old 
girl. 

Well— the Blade would say Nit. And any 
public official granting a Iloanso therefor, 
and any magistrate or preacher who would 

perform such a ceremony ought to Impris- 
oned for the balance of their natural Uvea. 

Ck)n8lderable discussion has taken plaoe 
in the public press over and oondeming this 
rellglo-domestic farce-comedy. Mo, no — 
not a farce comedy for It cam« near being 
a tragedy of the most diabolical stripe. Here 
was a preacher, tottering upon the brink 
of the grave, with sons and daughters hav- 
ing children of their own, forming a mar- 
riage contract with an infant under the age 
of consent, who knew not the wUea and staa 
of the world, and, possibly, for the mere 
purpose of gratifying a prurient and sensual 
passion. Fortunately for the child, so much 
pressure was brought to bear upon her 
proapective hnaband, that ha desisted from 
his purpose and rstamtd tha marriage li- 
cense to the clerk Who had Issnad it and 
WHO ought to be daprlTod o( hls ofloo for 
having done so. 

True to the orthodox instinct, excuses are 
being manufacturea for the preacher, but 
not one is offered for the child. The mem- 
bers of the preacher's family, in a published 
interview, insist that he is bordering upon 
a oondttlon of ImbeoiUty, snperlndnoed by 
excesslTs labors for the poor people tai his 
congregation. The same old tale. As for 
the child, though guilty of no wrong, incap- 
able at her age, It Is simply reported that 
she has been sent back to her home in the 
mountains of Virginia, and restored to her 
parents^ How she ever left them for such 
a purpose Is a mystery to all save to those 
who are superstitlously insane. They may 
be able to understand it, but reasoning men 
can find nothing but condemnation for the 
whole transaction. Had the marriage taken 
plaoa blblkal joatlfloatlon oonld have haen 
round. David was a man after god's own 
heart, and are we not told that a pure, 
young virgin was found and put in bed 
with him to keep his aged body warm. If 
0a?ld'a eondaet and aondnet oC thoaa 
ahool hlBW waa right hi tha Ught oC th» 



Lord and had his approval, no religious 
fault could have been found with Rev. 
Fltzhugh. God Is the same yesterday, to- 
day, and forever, and changing not, what 
he commended 3,000 years ago, ntnst ttUl 
be acceptable in his sight. 

• • • 

From Milwaukee, through Rev. Patrick 
Fairbanks, rector of St Patrlek'a Ronutt 

Catholic church, in that city, comea the an- 
nouncement of approval of the plan suggest- 
ed by Lord Halitax, of lOngland, for a un- 
ion of the Roman Catholic and the Kpisco- 
pal churches, which is intended to embrace 
all the churches of both denominations in 
liingland and America. Another pipe dream. 
Roma win oonsent to no unkm that it is not 
absolutely Roman. When the Episcopal 
church, some years ago, sought to bring 
about a union with Uie Presbyterian church. 
It was a union based upon Episcopal con- 
siderations alone. There waa to be nothing 
Presbyterian about it and the latter denom- 
ination was to lose Its identity. The union 
did not take place and the I'resbyteriau 
leaders decided to remain Presbyterian and 
retain infant damnation along with predaa- 
tination and foreordlnatlon. 

So will it be In regard to any union be- 
tween the Roman and Kn^'lish churches. If 
the coalition ever takes i)iace it will be In 
strict accordance with llomlsh dictation. 
Rome will make no surrend^*. The Epis- 
copalians must make ^he surrender, oncon- 
ditional, and snbmit to Rome hi all things. 
This may account for the commendation 
At Rev. Fairbanks of the proposed plan. It 
would mean a return to the mother church, 
a strengthening of her power and an in- 
crease in her ability to collect Petera 
pence. The secular world entertains not the 
slightest alarm over such a proposition for in 
the effort to reach an agreement concern'ng 
a diviaion of the spoils, further discrepau- 
olaa wionld be produced, and tha aaeto gat 
fnrthar apart than ever. 

• • • 

Evangelist Billy Sunday is deu rmiued to 
keep in the limelight. As a worker in slang 
he la an adept and haa the system down to 

a fine art. There is nothing spiritual abbot 

Billy. He is grossly material and if souls 
are to be won by his methods we have our 
opinion about the actual human value of 
the souls he is able to capture. As a sUma 
monger and coiner of catch us catch can 
phrases, Billy has Sam Jones done to a 
brown turn. Jonesey wasn't In It with; Billy 
"The newspapers report a recent sermon, as 
they are called, by Rllly, in which he de- 
scribed the light between David and Gol- 
iath in thi> slang phrases of the day. Read 
It: 

I can just picture the old man saying, 
Dave! you had better take some cheese 
and wine, and get out and see how the 
boys are getting along.' Dave goes, and 
Goliath comes ost And DaTo said, "Who 
is tbat big lobsterr That's the head cheese 
of the bunch of Philistines, the main works.' 
'Why don't some of you go out and soak 
the guy?' The bunch all got cold feet, when 
he comes oat hara. He does his Uttla atont 
every morning. Oh. you fellows make me ' 
sick — give me a sling and some stones.' 
and he soaked him in the coco, between the 
lamps, and Dave drew Goliath's sword and 
obopped oS his block and the gang skid- 
dooed." 

Save us from a Billy Sunday and save 
I'c from a religi-^as system, claiming to be 
of ^ I vine origia, that must depend upon 
•neh Tlaorova naea oC Bodern and Yvlgar 
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AT THE CONVENTION. 

By the time this issue of the Blade is in the haiuk of 
our readers the Editor wUl l»e at Canal Dover in attemi- 
an(.<. upon the annual convention of the Buckeye becular 
Union, to l>e followed by the first annual oonventian of tHe 
.Materialist Association. 

Some way or another this trip to visit Freethinkers, to 
be with FreeOiinkers, real men and women, and to talk 
Freethought otioe again, begina to feel like a sort ot rein 
camatiorTand we live looked forward to thi. day wuli nn- 
bowndc d i>lc asure. About to leave, now, upon our journ^, 
we express the liope that these gatherings wiU bring good 
reaulte and constitute the nucdeus around whiA sunUar 
organixations will develop in other Staters to the end that 
Freethinkers can become better and permanently or^^anized. 
The Blade believes in organization. It has striven to eu- 
couram' orj^anization, and we are strong enough to build up 
a iroo<l <.rpinizati<m if we at it in the right way. Avoid- 
in. the mistakes of the past and profiting by the experi- 
ences of the past, let ns lay the foundations for more 
iratherings of like character. 

The Blade will strive to publish a full and complc te 
n port of these conventions, so far as our limited space will 
permit. If we cannot getitallinoneisweihenwewiU 
J^twoof<hieeisiiies,ifii«»isary We want our leaders 



and all Freethinkers to know just what took place at the 
conventions, and just as we ■» able to secure the manu- 
scrii)t the diflFerent speeches made will also be published. 

Willi Dr. J. li. Wilson, Dr. J. T. Bowles, Otto Wettstein, 
(i(.,rm. (). K(.l)erts, Jesse P. White, A. C. Narragon, Sam- 
uel fooniey, d. Wilhur Whit^^ :Mrs. Helen M. Lucas, Mrs. 
Eliza Mowry Bliven, Lou Lawrence, and other well-known 
men and women in the field of Freethought propaganda, 
they ought to draw a large gathering from all parts of Ohio 
and fill the Oi)era House to overflowing. 

i\nnv our, eoiue all. Let us meet and greet each other 
on the broad platform of Freethought and unfurl the flag 
of freedom o'er the ramparts of old orthodoogr* 

PARKER H. SERCOMBEt AND OTHEEa 

Information came to the Blade too late for our last issue 

that ll(»u. Parker II. Serconibe, the distinguished and 
capable editor of Tomorrow Mapiziiie, and his most trusted 
co-laborer, Bruce T. Calvert, will hnth W at the Canal 
Dover, Ohio, conventions and prepared to take part m their • 
deliberations. 

Parker IL Sercombe will address one of the oonvenUons 
on the subject of ''Health and Longevity." 

liruce T. Calvert will address one of the conventions on 
the subject of "The Food Question- Rational Dietary." 

With this announcement the conventions ought , to he 
more than a mere success and the results should be td^n 
advantage of to make the cause of Freethom^t mm e£ a 
power. 

NOW PUSH THE BLADE. 
We wish to make an urgent appeal to our friends to aid 

us in «iettiu<i- the P>lade more widely read. ^ 

The present arrau^fiiieut uii.ler which the Blade is being 
published was largely of an experiiiuntal charact^T, but 
there has never been a week or a <lay since last January 
that the Blade lias been able to meet it^i own expenses. Im- 
l,rovements have been made, all entaUing great cost. We 
wish to continue them. The pictures and biographies of 
FrcctliMiioht wnikcrs, which we are publishing, ^ being a 
valuable contribution to Freethought historical literature, 
with the cost of making tlu^ necessary cuts, comi)els an 
expense which we are not able much longer to maintain, 
unless additional aid is forthcoming. We would rather 
Si (. our circulation double than he made the recipiento of 
charity. In this way the Blade can maintain itself and 
other imjuovements be added from time to time. 

During the ])ast few months we have been unable to 
pnblish a nund)er of articles submitted, owing to lack of 
apaoe. We would like to enlarge the paper by increasing 
the number of pages. TUa would admit of more reading 
n,att« r and avoid the delay in getting really good artides 
iiit4> print by letting them wait for publication in the order 
of receipt 

Now, friends, what do you say? Are you ready and 
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willino^ U) gat into line and increase the circulation of the 
Blade ? Our promium offer and the additional new sub- 
scriber for fifty centSi with your own subscription at 
the regular ])rico, was made to stand good until October. 
But one moiitli now riiiiaiiis in wliicli to make <nnu]. Our 
proposition is that you send us two dollars. This will he 
the regular price for your own «id)scription, and fifty cents 
for a new one. If we do not keep the new one it will be 
our own fault and not yours. 

Without appcarinir to Ix^ Ixiastful wc do not hesitate 
to express tin* opinion that we have the very best Free- 
thou^t weekly in America, without considering the price 
of annual subscription. We have a corps of the most 
capable and up-to-date writers. Their contributions alone 
are worth what is paid for the entire ])a])er. 

If each suhscriher would hut adopt the i)lan we have 
suggested our circulation would juat double itself in the 
next thirty days. ,By these means we could maintain the 
present high standard of the Blade and still add other 
iniprovenients. 

This personal talk is meant to include all. We ask that 
each one will strive to do his or her best. If you think 
the Blade worthy of such an effort^ get into harness and 
begin to pull. 

liEAli THE OTJIKK SIDK: 



Until recent years the Christian world refused to admit 
that there could be any other side. Theological expositions 

of the cosmos was all there couM p<>ssil)|y he, and these 
did not admit of a doubt. Belahored for argument, they 
refused, upon the hypotheaia that there was absolutely no 
room for argument 

Current controversial ethics admit of a |M.s>ihility of 
argument, and they further a<lmit that there is another 
side, and every attitude taken or piisition a>snuied hv 
theological advocates is for the sole and expres> })urpo»e of 
attempting to prove their own theories true and such facta 
as opjxjse them false. This is a decided gain over the past 
and witli the constant, unceasin<r pressure of advancing 
forces the hitherto deemed invulnerable points in orthodoxy 
are giving way. 

In our last previous issue we gave space to an article by 
John T. Pearce, taking issue with the Blade and Blade* 
writers, upon nuitters advan<'ed in the colinuns of tliis 
paper. So far as the others criticised are concerne<|, we feel 
that they are amply able to take care of themselves, and 
our purpose here is simply to make a brief reply to the 
questions propounded to ourselves directly. Mr. Pearoe 
very evidently did not like our criticism of the Christian 
family who had emjjloyed a minister to deliver a Christian 
burial service over a deceased Freethinker, one who ha<l 
''read and enjoyed the Blade'' while in ''health and 
strength," upon whioh we made comment at the time. Now 
Mr. Pearce in his article asks: 

*'What harm, pray, does it do to you and your faith if 



the Woman and her husband shall nevi'r see life beyond the 
con lines of the in'ave V 

That is not the question. It is not the issue we under- 
took to discuss. For jrenerations the Christian world has 
arL'Ue<| tlinf inlidclity may !.<• .-ill ri^ht to live l.y, l.iif that 
when we come to «lie wi' instinctively turn to Jesus, seek 
forgiveness for our unbelief, announce repentance and an 
acceptance, and strive to make peace with some monster of 
a god in the skies. To bolster up such an argument the 
church ha-, thmniih her paid a<l\ (•catc-, «l<'f:!iii»Ml mid in- 
sulted the name of cxcry Fieri iiinkcr ..t )u'< •iiiiucnce who 
has died throui:h ilic ai:v>. The-e niirl( ;in harpies have 
befouled their graves and knowingly preached the falsehood 
of their supposed conversion. We do not doubt that the 
writer of that very article has, at some time or another, 
discussed Paine's supposed recantation when approaching 
death, an<l ummI the arj^uuieiil in \'av**v of hi- •j<^<\ mii-I lii-^ 
Jesus, l^vcu Inuer-oli is held, l>y some, to have announced 
a modification nf his views and a thousand different con- 
structions have been placed upon his famous address over 
the grave of his brother as showing how he was giving up 
the truths he ha l pmnmluated dnriiii:- lii- ;:('ti\e life. In 
or«ler to aid in thi> <y-iriiiatic >npprr--i. .n ..f iniili ;iii<l to 
further the a<l\ nc;u'y of fM(ili>h -iii»er>t ii ioii, ( hri -i inns w ill 
at every opportunity pounce upon the corpse of a iVee- 
thi|iker, give him a Christian burial when he i« unable to 
utter a protest, knowing that he would have protested had 
he been able, and then use the incident as another ^^beauti- 
fnl illustration of the power of Jeeus and the Christian 
religion. 

It is against this hypocritical system that we made 
our protest and wo still protest against it. Suppose the 
shoe had been on the other foot. Let us imagine the case 

of a Christian, a clmrcli mend)er, a cnniiminicant, a tlev(Mit 
hi'liever in all the idiocies <»f the Christ ian faith, dyiniC 
auiun«r Freethinkers, or, at least, Freeiliinkers havinix con- 
trol of tlie obsequies. To be consistent they should, at 
least, allow the deceased a burial in consonance and har- 
mony \nth Ids or her beliefs. But let us also suppose that, 
i«;norin^ the personal views of 'the decease(l Christian, and 
igncu'inj;- the heliefs hi'hl durini: life, ih«»-e Kreeihinkers 
should bold a FriH'thonoht service oxer ilie cor|»-e, j)reach 
a non-belief in god, heavens, ludls, hiMe-*, holy i;l»o>ts, and 
what not, would not Mr. Pearce denounce the proceeding 
as a sacrilege and belch forth his condemnation thereof? 
If he «lid not, other helievers would. And this is juM what 
we are contending fen*. As that man had Udievcil in life 
sOy his wife, had she the slightest regard for him, would 
never have insulted his corpse by bringing a minbter to 
preach a sermon over him and tell the world that he had 
helieve<l in a lilorions resurrection. The ])reacher knew 
it was false, the wife knew it was false, and those who 
heard the sermon^ or a majority of them, also knew it waa 
false. 

Christianity, built upon falsehood, propagated by false- 

h»»od, has ilcpeuded upon falsehood for its support. If 
Christians desire a Christian burial at death, they have a 
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right that their wishes should be respected, and if a man 
lives a life in open hostility to the ehurch, it is a murder 
of truth for tlie churoli to pounce upon his body, at death, 

and claim him as its own. 

The character (.f \)nH)i required for my birth and paren- 
tage and the character of proof required for a belief in the 
Christ myth, are totally and altogether different Prom 
earliest infancy I had no knowledge of any other parents 
save the two that brought me into existence. The moment 
I was taught to lisp a sentence, they were witli me. I 
grew up with them. There was never the slightest ques- 
tion, the slightest douht. I came into the world, I am 
here. These facts I kno^iv. I also know I was not and I 
further know that I shall not be again. The proposition 
•a to the oharaoter of the evidence is both foolish and * 
abiiiid* 



riiEETHOUGHT li^ POLITICS. 



Party nominations liave heen made, platfoniis adopted, 
issues — or what may he called issues — have hccn created 
upon which the various j)(.liti('al i)arties are appealing to 
the country for preferment at the polls that each may be 
selected to conduct and manage the internal and external 
affairs of the nation. 

No sane person can entertain the slightest doubt but 
what success will fullow in the wake of either the Kei)ubli- 
can or Democratic party, and at this ^VTiting, if one can 
judge from ]>ublic expressions in different parts of the 
country, it is an open question which of the parties named 
will be able to win. At one time it looks as though Bryan 
has a chance, and the next moment Repuhlican claims are 
made that fairly shiver the Democratic timbers. The 
conclusion must be reached, however, tluit the coming 
election will bring about a realignment of parties which, 
thou|^ merely prospectiTe, creates a wide divergence of 
opinion. 

Freethinkers, as such, can have but little choice as be- 
tween Bryan and Taft. Individual opinions may direct 
the casting of the vote, but Freetliought has nothing to 
gain by the election of either. With either i n the Presi- 
dential chair, the orthodox can be assured of a cordial 
support in a propaganda of their doctrines, while the ad- 
vocates of mental liberty can have very little to hope for. 
Bryan is a truckler to the pious for political glory. Taft 
has played a (h'sperate game with the ]»apacy for the same 
kind of a stake. Were Freethinkers left to themselves it 
is probable that a large number of them w^ould vote the 
Socialist ticket as* a rebuke to both the dominant parties, 
•ad doubtless many Freethinkers will do so. Others, who 
are eternally opposed to the Man on the Horse ruling the 
nation, who are opposed to military despotism, will vote 
against tlie IJepublican i>arty, and others who cannot stand 
for the many inconsistencies emanating from the Demo- 
cratic leader, can hardly find him the goods upon which 
to put the label of their suffrage. 

Soma years ago, the late OoL Ingersoll, then in the fall 



zenith of his intellectual glory, sought to establish a new 

political party. In other words, he wished to weld the 
individual masses of Freethought into one compact organi- 
zation in the hope that by holding the balance of political 
power, and throwing their support this way or that way, 
all parties would be compelled to grant due recognition and 
abstain from incorporating into their platforms such planks 
as indicate repressive legislation in matters affecting re- 
ligion, lie met with opposition, and the project was aban- 
doned. Time will prove the wisdom of his policy. The 
trend of political leaders to seek the favors of this or that 
church <lenomi nation, the truckling to a'groveling supersti- 
tion, is all for votes that power may be won thereby. It 
was so in IngersolPs day. It is so in our day. It will 
1h> <o in our children's day. It will long continue tO be 
unless Freethinkers manifest the same elements of OT- 
gani/ation as shown by church ])eople, but USe tlieir in- 
liuence in the opposite direction. 

In spite of the fact that the church has bitterly assailed 
soc ialism, the advocates of the latter, or some of them, 
a|)}>ear fearful lest they be suspected of inffdelity and their 
cause injured thereby. !Many socialists are avowed Free- 
thinkers and these do not car(\ But with it all Free- 
thought is shunned even by thosci who ought to give it sup- 
port, in public, while secretly adhering to many of the 
principles it advocates. This is because we lack cohesion — 
organization. We have failed to manifest our strength 
by open co-o})eration. Politicians, of every stripe, realize 
this. The result is that Freethinkers ally themselves with 
every kind of a political party and we find them voting 
Democratic, Republican, Prohibitioii, Socialist, Populist, 
and what not 

Upon the decay of paganism the Christian religion laid 

its foundations for the future. Upon the decay of Chris- 
tinniiy the Freethought elements must unite to build for 
tliemsehcs. We must be ])repare<l for the change, to take 
advantage of the opportunities coming our way and utilize 
them in the common interest. The lilade realizes that an 
Ingersoll could not be elected President Once his candi- 
dacy was announced all the cohorts of superstition would 
unite against him. lie wo\ild ])e regarded as their com- 
mon foe. But who knows what the future will bring? 
What are you doing to encourage and hasten a change? 
Are you willing to do your part? Then stand up and 
be counted. Never be ashamed of doing what you oonoeive 
to be your bounden duty for fear of being termed an infidel. 
There is a radiant glory in being an infidel to error and 
superstition. The years, which are seldom tmjust, will 
prove the truth here given, and we hope that the day is not 
so very far away when all Freethinkers will show their 
colors and present a solid front to the enemy even in poli- 
tics that we are not compelled to mab bhoiee between two 
evils, but openly declare that we will have neither. 



The lift of friends offering to efflniale aft Freethongiii 
fonerals, in ease of necessity, keeps groiHni^ and in a 
Utae while the Blade will h*Tt the eowligr in all parti 
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amply provided for in all such emergencies. There is 
still room for more. The list is by no means closed. 
Those who are capable and willing to render sueh a aervioe 
are invited to get on the Blade's offiioial list 



FIDBS PUNIO A. 



^fany wondrous changes have been wrought in the his 
tory of the race, but none more wonderful than in tho 
domain of religion. Changing impnlsesi changing desires, 
changing customs, all have combined to produce a complete 
transformation in the work and propaganda of orthodox 
religion. 

In the old days, those days of which \\v can only read, 
creed building was a sort of special trade, or profession, 
and new religious notions sprang up with nearly every 
phase of the moon. Men devoted their lives to the religious 
work of their day with extreme avidity, and lie who coidd 
succeed in spreading the belief that he, of all others, held 
a stronger personal pull with tho deity was looked upon 
as the greatest of all, a sort of vice-regent clothed with 
plenary powers from on high. 

From this custom sprang the idea of deity holding per- 
sonal confab with man. To talk with the deity was a sure 
and certain sign of divine aulhority. Of course, it was 
necessary to make the people believe this, and as the mere 
statement of the talkee would bo but self-serving tstinionyi 
other fakirs were procured to spread the information. 
Later on books were written in which the narrative of these 
alleged discourses were given and every tri<^ that human 
ingenuity ccHild devise were resorted to in order to build up 
the i)o|)ular belief. 

An examination of the Christian bible will reveal that 
similar conditions prevailed among the Jews. In it we 
are told that god talked to Adam. It does not appear that 
he made any effort to hold converse with Eve. Had he 
done so ami Kve given the right to tell her version of that 
affair, the current of the worM's iiistory uiight have been 
changed. Bible writers could not agree that the deity 
should talk to a woman. Such would never do. It would 
mean to exalt woman and degrade god. Then again we are 
told that g()<l spake with Moses twice, or three times, and 
upon auotlu^r occasion made a rather questionable exhibi- 
tion of himself, which Moses himself might have refused 
to have done had he been so reipiested. Jacob did even 
more, for we are informed, and asked to believe, that the 
son of Isaac actually indulged in a wresting bout with the 
deity, in which deity put Jacob's thigh out of joint Enoch 
took a walk with deity, and, of course, must have been in 
close communion. Up to this time, and oven later, not a 
aolitary woman had l)een given such privileges. Make a 
majrk at this point for reference. 

Several generations rolled away and these personal con- 
fabs were received with considerable suspicion, "\rale creed 
builders began to realize the necessity of going a trille 
slower in such matters. Doubts were expn'>>ed. Free- 
thought began to get a foothold. Conversations with the 



deity wore still a necessity, however, to guarantee authority, 
but they began to come now through the medium of 
dreams. 

According to the inspir* 1 record, Solomon wai among 

the first to try the dreaui racket. He had successfully 
cheated his elder brother out ot the throne and was now 
king of Israel. To be a success as king he had to be on 
terms of personal friendship with the reigning deity. The 
people now knew too much for him to successfully fool 
them with a personal interview, so he gave it out that the 
Lord had ap[>eared unto him one night, at Gibeon, in a 
dri*ani, and upon his request the Lord had given him a 
"wise an<i understanding heart" to enable him to "rule" 
the people ''properly." This was a dever ruse on Solo- 
mon's part and through it he was able to keep his job. 

Dream conversations now became frequent and was kept 
up until Joseph's time, but in his case it was too much 
trouble for the Lord to appear in person, and Joseph had 
to take his message, second-hand, from an angeL Paul 
tried to work a similar bluff, but he dared not go too far, 
and had ir reported that while he ''heard a voice'' he did 
not **see a man." 

But enough! The main purpose herein was to show 

that every sort of a conversation given in the bible, whether 
in person, through a dream, or by an angel, was with men. 

Thus, the Christian god never spoke to a woman. 

Did you make that reference mark! Well, put another 

one down just here. 

Two instances are given, one in the old and one in the 
new testanieut, wherein deity had been iuv(dved with 
woiiieu. Both got into trouble. Airs. Lot was turned into 
a pillar of salt, and the other gave birth to a child out of 

wet 1 lock. 

Where are the women today t Now for your reference. 
They form the entire working ft)rce of the church. Denied 
recognition of the god they blindly worship, denied equal 
opportunities and privileges with their deity, the women 
have iloeked into the church by the thousand, while men 
make themselves very conspicuous by their absence. Men 
foruierly niouopolized religion. Now the wouieu are in 
absolute possession. In other words, the women who are 
thus in the church ajre in the attitude of licking the hand 
that smote them and the greatest of all paradoxes is that 
they seem to be happy in their servitude. 

Whan wtnnan begins to thinki 

Consi.h r what will happen then. 

In view of the fact that the deity specially favored man 
and as persistently ignored woman, and in view of the 
further fact that man now ignores the deity while woman 
is the only friend deity can boast, the meaning of the 
caption to this artide itrikea the sitnatioii very foioiUj. 

Fides Punica. 

Punic faitli is treachery. 
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Two Freethought Conventions 



Cual Dover, Okio, September 5-9 



BUCKKYI •KCULAII UNION. 

SUNDAY, 8BPTBMBER 6, HARDBBTT'S OPBRA HOUSB. 



PfiOGBAM. 



9 HNk— Address of Welcome ....Samuel Toomey 

Besponse ..Otto Wettsteiij 

lOHIO— Report of the Secretary Miss Lo 11 Lawrencf 

Report of the Treasurer Mr. J. Wilbur Whitt 

10:80— EltetioD of Officers for Ensuing Year. 

11H)0— Short Speech, or Round Table Discussion, by Members. 

28K)0-nA<li9iuni for Luncheon. 

Afttmoon Senion. 

IM— Whj I am • FMtiUakwr Mr. A. C. Narragon 

2.'00— LiMoa from ^'PiOim" Mr. WiUi«m MMtetky 

2:46— Bvolutloo Mr. Jetee P. White 

Sstf— What If Bdneatioii .JIfr. Jene P. WUte 

805— The BuiB of Onr Hopes la the Uw of Pragreae 

Dr. T. J. Bowka 

4:80— Troll^j ride to Tnaeora F§xIl 



7:30-Idealiain Mr. Walter C. Hardeatj 

7M— What WoBM Odi^ to do Instead of Chnreh Work 

Mrs. Eliza Mowry Bliven 
8:80— Seenlar Philosophy vs. Christian Faith. 

Mr. ^ohn R. Charlesworth, Editor Blue QraiB Blade 
Park< r Jl. S«'r('oinb<\ Kditor Toinonow Magazine, will alao ad- 

(lr»'ss the Coiivcniion on "Jlcalih and Longevity." 
Tlx' foDowinK coniniittt'cs arc herewith appointed: 
Organization— h:iiza M. Uliven, (ius A. Parr, Benjamin Bald- 
win, Esq. 

Re.solufionK— iJr. .1. T. Bowles, Helen M. Lupas, A. C. Narragon. 

Press— John R. Charlesworth, Loii Lawreoee, B. M. Lowe, Wm. 
McCarthy, Chaa. Beteher. 

Finance Samnel ToonqTi Anna H. MeGvifi^ Joaeph B. John- 
ston. 

Entertainment— Walter C Hardeaty, Belle M. ConTene, Alfred 

M. Stowe. 

MATERIALIST ASSOCIATION. 
MONBMLT, SBPTBMBBR 7-8. HARDBSTTS OPBRA HOUSB. 



SATURDAY NIOHT, SBPTBMBBR i.-Roand Tahle 
In parlora of Central Hotel to ontllae eOBTentta 
dlaenaa methoda of propaganda. 

SUNDAY. SBPTBMBBR t. 

Bnokeje Seenlar UUon at Hardeatjra Opera 

MONDAY, SBPTBMBBR T^] 



1. Bleetion of chairman of 

S. Chalrman'a openln. 

8. Seeretarj'a report of 

4. Appointment of Ornimltteea 

8. DiBeqeaton of flmm 
aheent aMmhera upon BMthoda lor ihe 
of the Aaaoolatlon and Ita 



of lettora tnm 



AFTERNOON I 

1. Reports of Committees. 

2. General discussion on propaganda 
tlons as may be deemed advisable. 

8. Introduction of secretaries, writers, delegates, fraternal 
delegates from other organizations, for five minute talks on 
any anhjeet 



EVENING 



1. 
8. 



Address— "Sunday Meetings" Bliss Mowry BUfW 

Address Dr. T. J. BowlSS 

"The basis of our hopes is the Isw of progress." 

8. Address John R. Ohsrlssivorth 

"Life, death and immortality, or Materialism T. Theologjr." 
4. Debate — "For and Against SocialisnL" 

Bruce T. Calvert, of Tomorrow Msgaslne, will sUw iildress the 
Ooavsntkm on 'The Bood Qnsstkm— Rational Dletarj." 



TUBSDAY, SBPTBMBBR 8.— MOmIng 

1. General disoiis|ion "Do we need any constitution In addi- 
tion to our InTitatlon and application blanks"? Shall we Intro- 
duce the words "I believe into all futnrs hianhak" helsfs tie 
words, "There Is no god or future life?" 

8. BleotUm of oflHoers for ensuing term. 

8. Final reports of Committees and action on propaganda work* 

AFTERNOpN SESSION 

Msettng.— This Is not oqIj for materialist and 
hot f6r all women promoters of the Tsrlous 
BMral* eduoatlonal. poUtloal uid phUanthropIo morements. We 
went to hrtng these women together at Csnal Dover and eaah 
esplatai their nmtho ds ^ ohjsots snd i^lans. 

Daring this dajr eaamplea wlU he given of the meetings pro- 
possd thai ahotfd taks tka plaoe of rellgloas semoes In all 



BVBMDIO 

1. Addres»-(Seleoted) jesse White 

8. Address otto Wettsteln 

rrho Ais to the Root, or a God Impossible in Nature." 

8. Addresa— 'The Reign of King Humbug" Dr. J. B. WUson 

4. Dshat*-'*Woma 
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Capital Punishment 



R«lle of ■arterltm, and Sustained only by 
• tordid Saperttition. 



(By Hnlda L. Potter-Loomis.) 
In tlM oootldmMoii of a mbjoet rolat- 
ins to any of onr ettmbUirtied lawi, or 

creeds, or modes of Hvlnf, a writer must 
necessarily beconu' ImproiOOd with a 
sense of wonderment that aodefty (or the 
State, if you please) ooald hare enoombor- 
ed itself by the ponderous machinery that 
hampers and Impedes Its projjrress at every 
turn, and which can only be likened to 
the endless aqueducts which the Romans 
built over hill and dale, yet whioh Mnroa 
to illustrate the importance of the dtioor- 
ery of the law that water never rises 
higher than its source. 

The illustration, while not a new one, 
ia most fitting la Its appUoatloo to tho rab- 
ject hers considered, inasmuch as it Is 
certain If the laws of the State are to be 
chanKed and nuide to conform to a higher 
and more humane ideal, the people, Wiho 
compose the State, must first be educated 
to higher and more humane Ideals. 

In order to effect such a result, it would 
seem proper to impress upon the minds of 
each individual member of society the 
fact of their own share In the responsi- 
bility for the existence or maintenance of 
laws, creeds or conditions which are foood 
to be unwise, unjustifiablt and tft^iMfffflw 
in their application. 

Alas! for the selfishness of hamaa nature 
—but selfish we are without a doubt, for 
It Is a sad fact the majority of people do 
not perceive the lack of wisdom, the In- 
justice of the inhumanity of established 
laws or conditions until they directly and 
disastrously affect their own individual 
affairs. It is so hard for us to comprehend 
the fact that over and above all human 
law is the natural law which never changes, 
never wavers In its equal administration of 
Justice, never relaxes Its vigilance, and, 
according to its unwritten code, an Injury 
done to one member of the human family 
must eventually react upon every other 
member. Thus we find that the teaching 
of this code of natural law answers the 
queetion which every one should, but does 
doea not aak: "Am I my brother s keeper?" 
We submit that the average man or woman 
would feel not only startled, but horrified, 
if suddenly confronted and accused of the 
crime of murder, yet the writer of this 
artlcla, deliberately and in all seriousness, 
lays that accusation upon every man or 
woman in the United States of America 
who has not uttered their protest against 
the barbarous and inhuman practice of 
"Capital Punishment.' 

In support of that accusation I challenge 
any one to define murder, and then deny 
that the hanging or electrocution of a mur- 
derer by society (or the Sta^e) Is any lese 
a mnrdar thn tlwt oonmtttad by tte ta- 
dlTldaaL 

Webster daflaes "murder** thus: *The 
act of kllllnff a human belns with malloe 
prepenae or aforethought, exprefs or Im- 
plied." To kill with premeditated OMliOa; 
to destroy; to put an end to." 

Aeoordinff to thia dtflnltloii, tha aTerage 
exaeutloii of a mmrderar la mora dnly "ttmr- 
dir" than tha aet of th* TloUm of tha iKir. 
te tM MlfMnal wmf and ofUa data taka 



the life of his fellow being when inflamed 
by drink or passion, and is tlu reforo a 
partially irresponsible creature. wlill(> we — 
yes, every man and woman of u.s who does 
not oppose this Inhumanity and injustice 
— we, I say. who compose the State, pro- 
ceed to PonsidiT every detail of his action 
and (Iclihcrately and calmly premeditate 
the destruction of his life. If the murderer 
oommltted the act while under the Infiuence 
or liquor, then we (who are the State) 
have an added responsibility In the matter, 
since we llrcnso runisellrr.s to sdl the 
poison that is the most potent of all agen- 
daa In tha prgpaga t ton of murdarers and 
other erlmliiala. 

Nor doea our barbarism end hers^ Bar* 

ism determined upon the destruction of the 

murderer, we permit those who are author- 
ized (?) to carry our will into effect to 
issue cards of invitation to a chosen select 
few murderous members of our society to 
attend the execution and witness a scene 
the preparations for which in precision of 
detail far surpass anythini^ that tluMr vie 
tini could have conceived of. and in fact, 
had there been any necessity for such care- 
ful preparation in carrying out his own act 
of murder, it must In ninety nine cases out 
of one hundred have ajjitailcd the Individ- 
ual and deterred him from his purpose. 
Space forbids our mentioning In detail the 
many ways In which we gratify our mur- 
derous propensities upon the*^e occasions. 

The reixii'^ers for the daily papers serve 
up an account of the execution in the most 
harrowing and bloodthlraty maaaar for the 
delectation of tboee of us who were not 
permitted to attend the execution: our 
children ask questions about it. and we tell 
them "this bad man killed another man. 
and now we nave killed him." And so we 
teach our children to do murder, for how 
can the child's mind discriminate between 
legalized and unlegalized nnirdtT. when In 
the depths of our own hearts we know that 
the only discrimination than can be made 
is that of might, which never makea right 

Perhaps It Is not so much to be wondered 
that that we are a nation of murderers' 
when we take into consideration the fact 
that those to whom mankind generally has 
looked for their spiritual advice and teach- 
ing, stand in their pulpits, as Rev. W. A. 
llunsberuer, of CatndtMi. N. .1.. did recently 
and advocated capital punishment, taking 
for his tt>xt the old heathenish MotalO In- 
junction. "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by 
man shall his blood l)e shed." 

The demand for the sh<'(l<linp: of human 
blood has ever come from the priesthood; 
their saintly robes have left thetar bkndy 
trail down througn the ages, while wHh 
sanctimonious faces turned toward the sky, 
where the bloodthirsty conception of their 
God was supposed to dwell, they repeated 
the commandments of Moses, among whioh 
is one that reads, 'Thou shalt not kill." 
Oh, hypocrites! Oh. whited sepulchers! 
When will your influence cease? Too loiip 
have you sat in Judgnient upon your fellow 
l>elng8. But the light is breaking in upon 
the minds of your victims; the tide of 
Judgment has set in the opposite direction, 
and the end of your bloody reign Is not far 
distant, and the religion of the "Brother- 
hood of Man** wlU soon be enthroned in tha 
kaarU whioh are rapidly rtjaottaf tba 



wicked and revengeful teachings which a 
murderous priesthood have ever thrust 
upon them. Capital punishment must ro 
down with the rest, and as we gradually 
bring ourselves more and more into har- 
mony with the operation of the natural law 
and realize now Indlssolubly our human 
Interests are entwined, we shall endeavor 
to bring our mentalities up on to higher 
])lanes. where their combined power and 
mip:ht shall set in operation the vibrations 
of love and peace and sympathy with all 
mankind, whioh will eventually overcome 
forever the spirit of hatred, malice and 
murder that we have so lonp been propa- 
patinj;? Kach individual can assist in 
bringing about this happy combination by 
cultivating within himself or herself a spirit 
of love so strong that the thought of tak- 
ing a human life will call for their loudest 
protest and their best effort to prevent 
such action, whether by the individual or 
so-called soclaty. 



OAVn LBTTBR. 



TO HIS DBAffI HIAVINLY FATHBR. 



rCopyricht applied for lOOR bv Franklin 
H. Ileald.) 

My dear hevtnly father — Well we are 
goin up two the mountains for a few weaks 
and Papa is going to show me how to 
shute a fox when he trees won. He Is 
ffoinp to show me where the humn^ng 
birds build hundreds of nests and lots of 
things that I don't no know. Wood yo« 
care if we take Papa's big mlcrowscope 
and look at the way nature does things 
up at the mountains? Joe think.s it is 
blassfeemy to look thru it. and says It 
you wanted us to see such things you 
wood of made our eyes that way, and we 
have no rite to pry Into things that, you 
"have mad fo* de bes'." Is that so. and is 
that the reason you don't like Papa? 
Don't you want him to find out anything 
he can't see without his glasses or micro- 
scope? I would rather look at a bug or a 
flower thru a mlcrowscope than to see a 
forth- of -July fireworks. 

Did you ever look thru a microwscipe at 
a fleets eyes; or thru a teliscope at Jupi- 
ter's moons or Saturn's rings? I shud 
think you wood of known the earth was 
round if you made It. Is It so that you 
maid the earth before you maid the sun. 
and the stars also and dident you know 
that sum of the stars are biger round than 
all ov our soler system? If I had bin mak- 
ing them I wood of made the bigest won 
first and so wood Papa. Joe s(v, the son 
Koes round the world and anylK)dy can see 
It and besides the bible proves It He 
thinks Papa or anybody that sei the erth 
foes round tha sun. Is a bhissfeemer and 
Is liable to be struk ded. How do you ever 
manafO two keep Joe so scared? He Is 
afrada to lo out In the dark, but will go 
out aayway ftor a walarmakm or ehlekan. 

a?er. DAVB. 

MVIRNMINT it STUPID. 



Count T.eo Tolstoi is (pioted at length In 
the papers recently relative to the suppres- 
sion of his books. He declares that the 
Russian government la guilty of amasing 
stupidity in prosecuting the distributors of 
his books and not arresting him. He adds 
that he will never stop writing uo matter 
what tactioa are adopted by tha RaMta» 
SDTaminiBt* 



u 



The Story of Etulu 



Victim Could Not Change But Her Christian 
Friends Changed in Their HearU 
TowM^ Htr. 



(By John F. Clarke). 
Ktiilas was born into t]n» \\\)rl(l the same 
as any oth<'r spc cinien of gonus homo. She 
was fair of faco. graceful of carriage and 
swtM't in (h nu anor, hut the God who had 
created her physically perfect, had In a 
spirit of malice crossed her blood and In- 
fused a trace of Negro blood In her veins. 
Throntih r>i;nir<'. sh.^ had rocflvf-d a fair <'d- 
iication and accidt nt iilacd a conipct* nee 
within her reach. She was forced to leave 
ttmr hone becauae of eaat« prejudtoe and 
moTed to another state. Although nearly 
white, she had been denomlnflted a negress. 
In luT n«'\v honu^ slic made friends and be- 
cajiie fjuit*' i»oi)ular. She joined church and 
partook of the cfmnninion, and contributed 
to the various church funds. The people 
thanked God for sending them such a love- 
ly communicant A lady who took much 
interest Etulas secured her photograph and 
sent It to a correspondent, at a distance, 
and wrote a rapturous (nconium of her 
friend. She shortly received a reply, in 
whloh the glamour waa taken oft her friend 
■hip for Etulaa as lye bites the paint from 
wood. 

The distant lady wrote: "WTiat a sertph 
yon have found; what a treasure from the 
diamond flelda; what a gem of lovliness; 
what an angel. But— your seraph, though 
fair, outside, Is dark Internally; your treas- 
ure has a blemish: your diamond Is a black 
stone; your gem has a flaw — she Is a ne- 
greaa." 

Did the Christian lady hold out the man- 
tle of charity to the detected one? Did 
the sistership of Jt sus serve Ut ^vard t.lT 
the impending blow? Not at all. the lady 
dramatically denonnoed the pariah wMh Te- 
hement malice and acorn. Three other sis- 
ters also proclaimed tho horrible wrong 
done them by the entrance of this serpent 
to their Edt'u. and they called for angels 
with flaming swords to purge the commum- 
ty of the pestlh nee Etulas listened to the 
quadruple tirade and her color ebbed and 
flowed In her cheek as the denunciations 
roae and fell. At last she rose and said: 

"Ax^l not the aame as yesterday? Did you 
not seek me out and urge me to attend 
and to Join your church? Did you not sharf' 
your salvation with me freeh ? Have you 
not all prayed for my welfare? And la this 
Ctod't anawer to that prayerT Ha?« not all 
you women met me with the Msa of wel- 
como and did you detect any taint In my 
person? Are you going to crucify me for 
an idea? If so you castigate the God who 
made us all. Whon we mert in haaTen 
will you charge Cod with a mistake or shall 
I charge Him with folly? I have commit- 
ted no wrong. Am I to be cast out for 
Ood'a error, and will be retaliate on you 
in Haavenr* 

It was decided that Etulas was not fit to 

remain In church nor In "society." Etulas 
married the brother of the lady who de- 
nounced her first One of the other ladles 
got too familiar with the preacher, and an- 
other with the Sunday School Superinten- 
dient. The third ran off with a drummer. 
Gradually Etulas won her way and society 
gave way until she became its leader. 
Neither she nor her children ever Joined 
church. Opinion changed. Etulas was 
oourtad and heada bowed to har OTary 



BLUB 0BASS BLADE 

whera. Bran har name— read baokward— 
waa SAI^DTB. 

AUNT ALUUI'S raOViRM 

Religion promotes Ignorance — stands in 
the way of enlightenment. 

Freethought says: "Turn reason on your 
beliefs. Teat theae." 

Freethought bids you develop Intellect. 

Religion says: "Some things I will not 
read, think on. or listen to." 

Religion bids you dwarf intellect 

Present conditions are due to mUliona OT 
minds at a standstill. This ia tnie in poli- 
tic s as well as in religion. 

An earnest desire to be pure and Wiao 
needs no prayer to assist to nobility and 
truth. 



LAWS AND LAWYERS. 



The Cain and Abel Conflict Waa a Victory 
for tfia Producer Over tha Noil* 
Producer. 



(Hy G. W. McCormick.) 

We have "Law,"— and th«ra ia Ijigal 
Law '—wiih "Statute Law" — and tha'Xaw 
of tile Universal Cosmos." 

Ask a Lawy< r to define Law and he will 
be^in to quote Blackstone^— "A rule of 
action," etc. — bnt not one In an average 
ten thousand will g t deep enough into 
thought to give the real meaning or version 
of the term Law. 

Law alwaya existed; it surrounda end- 
lesa, fathomleaa, bonndleaa apaoe, and is 
intermixed with every part of earth, air, 
water — and dead and living substance. 

In obeyance of Law, this earth and all 
other earthe, suns, moons, stars or planets 
came into esiatence, and Blaokatona and 
our human Law writers and Codal oobblars 
and legal executors can not write, make 
or enforce a law in violation of Natural 
Law without entailing upon themselves 
and the entire human family a harmful 
and hurtful penalty for this violation of 
the common principles of personal equity: 
General, Common, Cat hoi la or Universial 
principles of Life Rights ai)i)ertaln alike 
to every living substance, either animal or 
vegetable, and the man -written Law that 
says "Thou ahalt not kill/' appUea aa 
much to the protection of a«iml wdrac- 
etable life as it does to human or animal 
life; and while the penalty is ever present, 
yot life may be destroyed and the penalty 
entailed, and still conditions might bo 
bettered. 

We plant seerls and produce vegetables, 
grass and fruit -b( aring trees; we dig, pull 
cut and reap to sustain life, but when we 
cut down and kill fruit-bearing trees, aa 
Gaorga Waahlngton did, we entail a harm- 
ful penalty. It would be better to climb 
for fruit and spare the tree. But when wo 
cut down and kill a barren and unfruitful 
tree, as Christ did, clving more room for 
bearing treaa, we than entail a helpful and 
right penalty. 

So It all depends. One man of early his- 
tory violated the Law of "Thou Shalt 
Till." and roamed at will over field, foreat 
and plain, hell-bent to kill. He killed one 
of god'a not only good, but very good, ani- 
mals, and made a flesh and blood exhibit 
at the first Fair, and took first premium, 
but went down in defeat and death in 
Cain's cornfield conflict And this time 
the working man — Cain the tiller — drew 
tha capital prise or pramlom, in a good 



wif^ ;n the Land of Nod. where they had 
eltlea of peace, plenty, harp and mmg; 

and while one phase of this Law — Thou 
Shalt not kill — was apparently violated, 
yet acting in self-defense, as Cain did, on 
the principle of "If you won't work, neith- 
er shall you eat,"kiUing a non-working, 
able bodied vagrant In defense of the pro- 
ducts of the field, saved Caln'a life from 
starvation and peopled the world with ua 
Law Abiding, progressive Canaanltes. — 
leaving the final meaning of Law to be — 
That Silent, Hidden Force or cause aa 
Will Equaliie, Settle and Lead aU Ooii- 
flicta in Harmony with RIGHT and RBA- 
BON. 
Mt BtarUng. Ky. 

It Ain't no Joke 



New England Farmer Write* On the Reaur^ 
roatlan of Mrs. McNulty. 



Plainville, Connetiont 

Deer editor:— 

I never rit nufln fer a paper afore an 
perhaps yer don't kare tew here fnim a 
ole farmer but as a krishtyon I feel It ml 
dewty. 1 Feel consamed about yer. yer 
air ao wickid i don't fink yer ort tar mako 
joks about aakrlt flngs. 1 aeed in ore paper 
what yer rote about mises micknulty. what 
t'yed and waa berried over on ter ever 
green shore, an doctor mullgin toed her 
back. Wel, yer aa it ain't fer fmm hear 
ter whar she Uvea an Dyes, let na |e0 
kunslder It seereus an fllosoflkaly. 

Mises Macknulty's body dyed an her sole 
returned tew ther god what glv it doctor 
muUgin hrot life tar thar dad body, that 
was bMI. he Induaed god tew let er haT 
her solo agin, that was meraclus. er suflln 
else. Now docter mullgin has found out he 
kin do it he ain't agoin ter reserreck eny 
more krlatyvnna arter he noea thay air aaft 
in heven. hell git alners outer hell ao thay 
kan go to kamp meein and git saved, ao 
nex time thay dye thay will go ter heven. 
this kase is so seereus yer hadnt ort ter 
Joke. 

Now miater editor Ime agoin ter try an 
konvurt ye but ef yer dye fust an docter 
nuiligin kant kum tew lexintun .yure fokea 
kin send ure body tew new brlton an doc- 
ter moligon kan git yar oat oo bala. If tUa 
leter dna yar any good fla rita aflB. Ha 
prey far ye. 

urea in kriit, bmthar tarkanoii. 



Do Too Believe 

That We Humans are as important aa 
Pigs, Potatoes and Pups? 

Do you believe that we "grown-upa," 
and even ihe Children, ahoold kBOW tm 
much about ourFohep as wa knew alKNIt 
Fi-^he.-«. rio\v( f:* nn l Fiogfi? 

])o you believ<> in Belter Piofany, a Mora 
Elevated Race, anyway? 

If ao, p«!nd MS for a year'a aubaeriptkm 
to the An4Hean Journal of Euoanlca, and 
bo m the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Main 
St.. Loe Angeles, California, U. 8. A. 
Samplea ten oamta. Trial tiuraa mith% 
with pamphlet nnitltottOMt JfarrlMWi'' M 
oenti atamptw ^ 



